[Occupational head and neck cancer. Part I: Registered occupational diseases].
Head and neck cancer can be caused by the occupational contact with cancerogenic substances, which contribute to the formation of cancer. The knowledge about those cancer entities which are frequently found under similar circumstances and working conditions, helps for getting compensation and alternatively for a realistic view when other influences--particularly lifestyle factors like smoking, alcohol and nutrition--have mainly contributed for the origin of the cancer disease. Our knowledge increases and therefore it is helpful from time to time to keep up to the state-of-art of cancer genesis. This article has two parts: part I deals with occupational cancer diseases, which are listed in a decree of the German government and part II deals with the cancer diseases, which could likely be caused by occupational factors according to latest scientific findings and are not yet listed.